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REPORT. 



THE Report of the Council for the past year is 
necessarily brief, for the active work of the 
Society has been confined to one object. From the 
beginning, it has been the purpose of the Society to 
establish a library which should offer to American stu- 
dents of Dante opportunities for study and original 
work. The foundation of such a library, as was stated 
in the first Annual Report of the Council, is assured by 
the intention of one of the members of the Society that 
his own large collection of Dantesque literature shall 
be deposited ultimately in the Harvard College Li- 
brary. During the past year, as in the previous year, 
the Society has continued this collection by the pur- 
chase of new books of importance for the purposes 
of study, and has sought to add to it such editions 
or manuscripts, not already contained in the collec- 
tion, as came within the means at the Society's com- 
mand. The most important purchase of the past year 
is a manuscript of the fifteenth century, formerly the 
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property of Baron Seymour Kirkup, of Florence. It is 
described by Colomb de Batines in the Bibliographia 
Dantesca, vol. ii. p. 105. It has Latin annotations in 
the margin which Colomb de Batines says appear to 
him to be in the same hand as those in the Codex 
Laurenziana, Plut. xl. No. ii. {Bibliographia Dan- 
tesca, vol. ii. p. 9.) From an inscription at the end, it 
appears to have belonged formerly to the Grimaldi 
family of Genoa. This manuscript and the copy of 
the Laurentian manuscript of Benvenuto da Imola's 
Comment on the Inferno, the gift of Mr. Longfellow 
to the Society, have been placed in the Library. 

The only important work of American students of 
Dante during the past year that has come to the 
notice of the Council is Dr. Parsons's translation of 
the thirtieth canto of the Purgatorio, which appeared 
in the April number of the " Catholic World." 

It seems proper that this Report should make notice 
of the death of Professor Carl Witte, of Halle, whose 
researches and original work in the field of Dantesque 
subjects have made his name familiar and dear to 
students of Dante of all countries. 

At some time within the ensuing year, it is the 
intention of the Council to publish some notes left 
by Mr. Longfellow in the hands of a member of the 
Society. These notes consist of additional illustra- 
tions and parallel passages which Mr. Longfellow 
had collected in the course of his reading, with a 
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view to a possible new edition of his translation of 
the Divina Commedia. 

In the following pages the valuable but somewhat 
inaccessible " Lives of Dante and Petrarch," by Leo- 
nardo Aretino, has been reprinted with the intention 
of giving the Report permanent value. 

The membership of the Society during the past year 
has not decreased. It is the opinion of the Council 
that the objects of the Society are of sufficient impor- 
tance to warrant an increase in its numbers. 
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